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The writer^ as emissary of the Vienna relief committee,
had, in the spring and summer of 19343 Hie opportunity of
explaining its standpoint in England, Scotland, the United
States and Canada, and noted with satisfaction the great
interest taken in the relief question by the various Churches
and creeds in those countries. At the end of July 1934 the
Archbishop of Canterbury made his great speech on the
question in the House of Lords. Speaking as head of the
Church of England, he most strongly emphasized the point that
helping the victims in Russia was a work of purely humanitarian
character, in which the whole of Christendom must take part.
The entry into the lists of the Primate of Great Britain was
certainly an important event, and all the more so that other
prominent members of the Upper House supported him. Of
these speeches I would mention that of Lord Charnwood. He
quoted the relevant clauses of the League Covenant and
showed that the conditions in which large numbers of the
population of Soviet Russia lived (especially those doing forced
labour in the concentration camps of the north) were far from
fulfilling the demands made by the Covenant on all states
belonging to the League. Lord Charnwood demanded that the
Soviet Union should be admitted to the League of Nations
only if it fiilfilled these conditions—and the Archbishop oJ
Canterbury expressed the same view at the end of his speech
if in a different form.
Since then almost all the English Churches and religioui
bodies—in so far as they had not done so already—have set uj
etc.—by using the available means of transport (the laid-up ocean steamers)
The comparatively good harvest of 1933 could bring only temporar;
alleviation.
" *It is not enough to save a few lives by individual help3 as has been don<
hitherto; measures must be taken without delay to prevent severe loss o
life in the future by relief action on a large scale and as swiftly executed a
possible. Should any attempt be made to cast doubt upon the evidence c
the devastating effects of the famine^ the Conference believes that the worl
public, through its proper representatives, can find ways of ascertaining th
real conditions,'"

